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Hitchcock in sygyﬁand?agam

: ':gildi'cnces e la tritlzll‘c"wllich" addsﬂ. to 'the.'l
4 ) \ . film's credibility. - rederick Stafford, a4 "
{>. The problem with having reafl the ‘??(’.k"". ‘Kuropean star, plays the pivotal role of }

7 i first, when it's a thriller like *“Topaz,”. is “i A French career . diplomat André Devereaux,;
. ;¥ that you're never sure just ‘how tingling wiz zee off-again-on-again accent and a '
S ‘{i‘*t}lc film is, Even in the hands of a master “great deal of polish. But not much emo-"
o i like Alfred Hitchcock, much of the action it“yion: In'one tragic plane scene he might be |
$i.is Etlllfseao{lff sight. | about c 0 “deciding on chicken or steak for dinner. “

con Uris's novel about a .Communist . v i 1 :

espionage ring called ‘‘Topaz," operating '* Dany Robin is his unhappy, lacquered

¢

..0‘
SRR A : N .. wife, Karin Dor his fiery Cuban under-
S F‘._-&m:}“eth:a?f;g%%s.s?f‘:gi F:?;‘:;pg?‘ﬁg‘:r%gt. ground mistress. Michel Piccoli is suave

S ek : _ . and sinister as a top French official. The | .~ -
= “«_‘J g:lm;t“gge:g s&didigecﬁitg?f:gkg;‘gcrln s?::te—c-i- lﬁ‘est known face.in the group is that ofJohn § .o
: E’ the whirlwind defection of a top Russian df-'fffj'"’E(r’:l?;tshS(; xx;};c;‘ecgrmp:égggy %}ﬁgﬁa‘gfnef\}ffcﬂf RO
R B ficial and his family to the United States W% gyrom, In a minor role "Roscoe Lee Browne':
" ¥ during a visit to Denmark, Black Mercedes - Y"as - ireblance Harlem spy is cool, wily,,
. " petaway car, waiting plane, touchdown inice o g delightful B (e R TR
: it all zips along with t]*:? °ﬁ"""'-""‘ There are q:)me nice IrIitchéockr touch:éé—-'-'-;
- 'Y beat suspense typical of Hitchcogk. *Very = " like having the Russians in the “get-away -
.-scene duck bullets that are never lzrl;ed, play-’
" deli D, -ing on the fear"of unseen danger that is-one’;
l._‘%e}:(lé%h}t\fr\:)léznisgd dourly playegl by Per i of his favorite devices for heightening sus- ;‘
' ‘ , ! ‘pense. But there are ng really memorable

;" Hitcheock's *““Topaz" dd sn't stay with. o pe ¢ ny T ,
L Wihe Rcu:s(;an g;mmilyp!;g the :ovel doeg tn itg ", Hitcheock moments in this film, equal to the”

T P ; o ization. tennis scene in ‘‘Strangers on' a Train®” in.J§ -
ti‘:}if':‘f“:ﬂé ef,ts“'da}; ngg tg:ﬁ‘;fﬁg?‘iﬁégfngﬂi i which only the inurderer is not following the-jy

* ¥ gamuel Taylor's screenplay has kept the- ‘volley. Some viewers will be relieved that .
f;:"Cuban-'rnissile-cr-isis subplot. The ending is a - there are_none of the moments of sheer..
. I particular disappointment after the book. It terror which marked the shower scene in .
. E;just diops-off, as though Hitchcock had gote: P sycho” or the rush of attacking wings in
. ¢ ten bored with it. Himself appears almost * " The Birds." =+ . e L
-+ T 'subliminally; as he usially does in his films,: - **’ It's a good Hitchcock but not a great Hitche

.. ravicock, And those, who go to see his films for;’
their - breathless roller-coaster.;rides: into
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: .clumsy operation—it wasn’t the way we
:'would have done it,” says the: Russian
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‘"‘Watch the airport scene, .. oo
i« For his”cast Hitchcock has:chosen many: it Al be disappolnted,d
L petively, wntemiliar, faces o, American. . mystery Wil bo isspP0 B0
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